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£	Student representatives from 
the College participate in the 
Parliamentary Youth Forum 
chaired by Phil Hope MP. 

£	Students work with local action 
groups. 

£	Students are involved with 
industry through placements, 
commissions and curriculum 
projects. 

Leading Edge school
The College was proud to be among 
the first cohort of Leading Edge Schools 
announced in 2002. As a Leading Edge 
School the College offers advice, consul-
tancy and training to other schools both 
locally and nationally.
At present we are developing a series of 
projects: These are a literacy project to 
support students across Corby; a training 
programme for the newly qualified teach-
ers in Corby and development of a Corby 
Virtual Learning Platform to support the 
delivery of vocational teaching materials.

Master classes
The College is a Master class provider for 
talented and gifted children in local pri-
mary and secondary schools. Established 
Master classes are offered in English, 
science, mathematics, ICT and design 
technology. 

@tain
Brooke Weston College also has a com-
mercial wing operating under the trade 
name, @tain. The College has developed 
a range of successful ICT-based learn-
ing resources. In use by well over 150 
schools, this material is making a real 
contribution to raising standards across 
the country. Profits from this venture are 
re-invested into College and have funded 
a replacement Astroturf, refurbishment of 
the science department, the purchase of 
two new minibuses and ICT upgrades.

Academy development
Profits from the trading company have also 
been used to sponsor a new Academy for 
Corby. Working with the Garfield Weston 
Foundation and Bee Bee Developments, 
Brooke Weston is proud to be a sponsor of 
the new Corby Academy. The College has 
also provided full educational consultancy 
for this new school, which, it is hoped, 
will match the achievements of Brooke 
Weston.

Parents In Partnership
Parents in Partnership and the College 
combine to provide activities and social 
events which benefit students. These 
include providing refreshments at parents’ 
evenings, organising social events such as 
quizzes and providing sixth form students 
with practice interviews in preparation for 
university applications.

Value added 
national success
Value added
Brooke Weston gives more tuition, greater 
access to learning resources, greater 
independence and better monitoring and 
reporting than is available in many schools 
and the difference shows … The percent-
age of students achieving five A*– C 
passes consistently places the College in 
the top five state mixed comprehensive 
schools in the national league tables.
In 2004, 2005 and 2006 100% of stu-
dents achieved five A*– C passes. In 2006  
28 per cent of all examinations taken were 
graded at A* or A, a phenomenal result.
In addition A-level results have shown 
a continuing trend of improvement over 
the past few years, with 2006’s results 
being our best yet, with students leaving 
with an average of nearly three B grades 
each. 
The National Standard Attainment Tests 
(SATS) taken by Year 8 students continue 
to be well above the national average.
We achieve such results by creating an 
environment that is calm, non-threatening 
and conducive to learning. Student-teacher 
relationships are facilitated by the lack 
of a staff room, meaning that staff and 
students spend quality and focused time 
together leading to constructive and posi-
tive learning. 

The College fosters a positive working 
atmosphere and the excellent results 
bear testimony to the work carried out in 
partnership by students and staff.

Admissions
Parents of prospective students wishing 
to visit the College can do so during the 
designated open week, usually in the last 
week of September (the precise date will 
be advertised in the local press). Senior 
staff are always available to answer 
queries or to offer explanations about 
any matters relating to admissions. The 
College offers places to students on the 
basis of the criteria stated overleaf.

National & local projects
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Admission policy
Students must already live within:

£	the area within the Corby 
Borough Council or the Kettering 
Borough Council boundary;

£	or those outlying parishes which 
are deemed by Northamptonshire 
LEA to form part of Kettering or 
Corby for LEA catchment area 
purposes;

£	Students will have their 12th birth-
day between the 1st September 
and 31st August in the academic 
year of admission.

The admission group will reflect a full 
range of ability and be representative 
of the community within the catchment 
area.
Subject to these overriding requirements 
the students will be those who, in the 
opinion of the College, are most likely 
to benefit from the distinctive education 
offered by the College, and who have the 
strongest motivation to succeed, being 
committed to remaining in full-time edu-
cation or training until the age of 18.
There will be no discrimination on a racial, 
religious or gender basis.
The College regrets no special considera-
tion can be given to siblings.

Appeals procedure
Appeals will only be considered on the 
basis that the College’s published admis-
sion procedure has not been properly and 
fairly applied.

£	Appeals should be made in writ-
ing to the College within fourteen 
days of the notification of the 
allocation of places.

£	Appeals will be dealt with 
promptly and fairly.

£	Appeals procedures will not 
involve anyone concerned with 
the original decisions on admis-
sions. The first stage in the 
procedure will be for a member 
of the College’s senior manage-
ment team, designated by the 
Governors, to examine all appeals 
and to determine which relate to 
the admissions criteria.

£	If grounds for an appeal based 
upon the criteria are identified, 
then papers are passed to a 
Governors’ appeal committee 
which will consist of three 
Governors with no personal 
interest in the matter under con-
sideration and who have had no 
previous direct involvement with 
the admissions arrangements 
in that year. It will also include 
a neutral and well respected 
member of the community.

£	If Governors are unable to reach 
a decision based upon the 
correspondence, they may, at 
their discretion, decide to hold a 
further meeting to which those 
parents making the appeal are 
invited and at which they may 
present their case. The Appeals 
Sub-Committee’s decision is final.

£	Full details of the admissions 
process are included as inserts 
with this prospectus.

 Aptitude tests
The assessment day will be in three parts, 
which are intended to establish the ability, 
the aptitude for the specialist subjects of 
the College and the motivation of each 
applicant.

Nelson non-verbal reasoning test
The Non-Verbal Reasoning Test is a mul-
tiple-choice paper which concentrates on 
the sequences of shapes. The paper is 
divided into three sections and there are 
two practice questions at the beginning of 
each section. The answers to the practice 
questions are given before each section 
is started. In order to indicate the answer, 
candidates are only required to mark a box 
on a separate answer sheet.

Specialist aptitude test
The science and technology aptitude test 
contains questions designed to assess 
the applicant’s ability in these subjects. 

In order to indicate the answer, candi-
dates will only be required to mark a box 
on a separate answer sheet, or give a 
short written answer. Spelling accuracy 
is not part of the criteria considered in the 
test.

Interests questionnaire
Each applicant will be invited to complete 
an ‘Interests Questionnaire’ designed to 
give an opportunity for students to tell 
the College more about themselves, their 
interests and hobbies outside school.

Post-16 admissions
Students will be welcomed to join 
the sixth form on successful comple-
tion of their GCSEs. It is expected that 
existing College students will continue 
beyond Key Stage 4. Also we welcome  
applications from students who wish to 
join the sixth form at Brooke Weston. They 
are invited to visit the College to experi-
ence at first hand the particular nature of 
independent learning and to discuss indi-
vidual programmes of study, this process 
should ensure that their style of learning 
and their behaviour are compatible with 
the College practices.
The College reserves the right to withdraw 
its offer if it feels that any incompatibility 
is unlikely to be resolved. Students will 
be required to attend a comprehensive 
induction programme before the start of 
the first term in the sixth form.

Admissions
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Admissions procedures have changed from 01/07/2007 please see website for details.





Brooke Weston Prospectus – 23

Contact Brooke 
Weston
Address
Brooke Weston 
Coomb Road 
Great Oakley 
Corby
Northamptonshire 
NN18 8LA

Telephone
01536 396366

Fax
01536 396867

E-mail
enquiries@brookeweston.org

Website
www.brookeweston.org
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